
Is Nest near
estimated hatch date

(approx 60 days)
?

Tracks or Indent?

Continue to Observe

YES

Nest at 74+ days?

Dig column, rescue &
release live turtles. Refill
hole, indicating findings &

date on blue tag.

Was column
previously dug?
Previous exit?

NO

Fresh tracks?

Dig column, classify
remains (shells, embryos,
unfertilized, false eggs),

bury remains

YES

Observe nest, noting
"first nesting date"

Found column by
probing?

END

Dig column, classify
remains (shells, embryos,
unfertilized, false eggs),

bury remains

CLOSE NEST
remove markers

YES NO

END
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Is Nest
Washed-out

or Destroyed?

NO

CLOSE NEST
remove markers

END

YES
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No Exit Detected
Exit Detected

NO
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NO

Nest extremely
smelly, rotting,

gooey?
YES


